《The Fourfold Gospel – 1 Corinthians》(John W. McGarvey)
Commentator

J. W. McGarvey is one of the more highly respected scholars among churches of Christ to this day. His father emigrated from Ireland to America to settle in Hopkinsville, KY where John William was born in 1829. J. W. McGarvey's exposure to the church began when he entered Bethany College which was under the control of Alexander Campbell. He had the privilege of hearing Alexander preach in the church at Bethany on multiple occasions.

In April 1848 he was immersed at Buffalo Creek by one of his professors, W. K. Pendleton. Pendleton was a man McGarvey admired greatly for his knowledge and teaching ability. Buffalo Creek was the same body of water where Alexander and Thomas Campbell were immersed. McGarvey then decided to dedicate his life to preaching of the gospel. He graduated from Bethany in 1850 at the top of the class and delivered his commencement speech in Greek.

McGarvey would go on to write many valuable works which are still highly prized today including: Lands of the Bible, Original Commentary on Acts, New Commentary on Acts, Commentary on Matthew & Mark, Evidences of Christianity, Jesus & Jonah and The Authorship of Deuteronomy.

McGarvey worked with W. K. Pendelton's son, Philip, in the production of The Fourfold Gospel. There have been some criticisms of portions of the book that some believe to be more the work of Pendleton deserving the criticism than McGarvey. (One needs to keep in mind that this work and the commentary Thessalonians, Corinthians, Galatians and Romans were published after McGarvey's death.) While it is intriguing to sort out this matter, one needs to keep in mind that McGarvey is not the authority per se. As with all the works of men -- verify them with the Book of Books!

The FourFold Gospel was my textbook for the class Life of Christ at Freed-Hardeman University. Unlike some gospel harmonies which seek to combine just the synoptics (Matthew, Mark & Luke), this work is a harmony of all four gospels. Sadly, many harmonies of the gospels are filled with a modernistic bias. Looking for a work written by a trusted member of the church who helped fight against modernism among the churches? Here it is! The work is not designed for the scholars but by a scholar for all to read and understand.

It was reported that McGarvey's preaching was so easy to understand that a child could follow the lesson but would challenge any man to be able to deliver such an address themselves. This book was written for Bible Class teachers and more advanced students. While the work is easy to understand, it is not exactly a book that is easy to read from cover-to-cover so it will take time to become comfortable with the layout of material.

Be sure to read the introductory material that explains the structure of the marking system prior to reading the work or you will miss some of the benefit that the writers have provided. The book is more than a chart showing the order of events of the gospels and including the Biblical text. It includes commentary from the research and a lifetime of study of McGarvey near the end of his life. There is a valuable index to all four gospels at the back of the book showing what page number the material can be found on.

John William McGarvey died on October 6, 1911 and is buried in Lexington, KY. The Four-Fold Gospel was released three years after McGarvey's death. I have had honor of standing at his grave and taking my children there as well. My hope is that they will cherish the eternal truths that McGarvey championed in his life as well.
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Verses 20-23
For I received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed took bread1; 

THE LORD'S SUPPER INSTITUTED. (Jerusalem. Evening before the crucifixion.) Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19,20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

1. the Lord Jesus in the night in which he was betrayed took bread. See 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 

Verse 24
and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, This is my body, which is for you: this do in remembrance of me1. 

1. This is my body, which is for you: this do in remembrance of me. See . 

Verse 25
In like manner also the cup, after supper1, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood2: this do, as often as ye drink [it], in remembrance of me. 

1. In like manner also the cup, after supper. See . 

2. Saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood. See . 

Verse 26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come1. 

1. Ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come. This verse is a comment of Paul's upon the nature of the supper. In keeping the Lord's Supper we proclaim to our own souls and to the world our trust in the death of Christ, and our hope that he will return and fulfill the expectations begotten in us by it. 
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Verse 4-5
and that he appeared to Cephas; then to the twelve; 

THIRD AND FOURTH APPEARANCES OF JESUS. 

(Sunday afternoon) 

Mark 16:12,13; Luke 24:13-35; 1 Corinthians 15:5 

1. He was seen by Cephas. See 1 Corinthians 15:5. 

SIXTH APPEARANCE OF JESUS. 

(Sunday, one week after the resurrection) 

John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 15:5 

2. Then by the twelve. See John 20:26. 

Verse 6
then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once1, of whom the greater part remain until now, but some are fallen asleep; 

EIGHTH APPEARANCE OF JESUS. (A mountain in Galilee.) Matthew 28:16,17; 1 Corinthians 15:6 

1. Then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once. See 1 Corinthians 15:6 and see 1 Corinthians 15:6. 

Verse 7
then he appeared to James1; then to all the apostles; 

NINTH AND TENTH APPEARANCES OF JESUS. (Jerusalem.) Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8; 1 Corinthians 15:7 

1. Then he appeared to James. Of this appearance also we have no details. 

Verse 8
and last of all, as to the [child] untimely born, he appeared to me also1. 

OUR LORD APPEARS AFTER HIS ASCENSION. 1 Corinthians 15:8 

1. And last of all, as to the [child] untimely born, he appeared to me also. Since Paul reckons this among the bodily appearances of our Lord, we have included it in our work; but it borders upon those spiritual appearances which belong rather to apostolic history and may be classed with the vision of Stephen (Acts 7:55) and John (Revelation 1:9-17), to which it was near kin. Accounts of the appearance will be found in Acts 9:3-8; Acts 22:6-11; Acts 26:12-18. 
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